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Dear Valued Residents,

I hope you are all staying safe and well. The �ght against COVID-19 continues. Our

governor has created a top-down, one-size-�ts-all approach to that �ght. He has

�tfully closed-then opened-then-closed-then opened beaches, one of the few

reprieves for our residents in a world where most things were off-limits. 

He made rules for economic reopening then overreacted when counties satis�ed

those rules by shutting us down again. He opened then closed youth sports when no

issues or outbreaks occurred. 

Now, we hear the school waivers he promised are not available for counties. The State

won't set out the requirements to evaluate these waivers, which thousands of

residents and hundreds of schools are waiting on. Some protests are OK. Other are

forbidden. And under the governor's rules, you still can't go back to church or sing

hymns. 

This erratic response to COVID-19 does not give con�dence to a beleaguered County. 

Many of you have reached out, desperately looking for an end in sight. A blanket

approach throughout a diverse State doesn't work and we should not stick with it.  We

must recognize the fact that COVID-19 is a deadly disease for some. But Orange
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County is not unusual, like the rest of the world, we see a nearly 99% recovery rate. At

the last Board meeting, our Health Care Director, Dr. Clayton Chau, assured us the

hospitals are doing well on two most important metrics: ICU beds and available

ventilators. 

Most important, we have made great strides to provide for our County in need. But it

has been four months with no real direction from the State as to what will make us a

free society again. Meanwhile, we are seeing considerable damage being done with

the closures. 

I am con�dent we can safely �nd responsible ways to allow life to continue. We should

work to get our kids back to school and our youth sports back in action. The science

supports those efforts. After all, daycare centers and childcare facilities have been

open this whole time with no signi�cant outbreaks or harm done to employees, the

kids, and their families.

We should focus our medical efforts in the communities most susceptible to the

disease. One size does not �t all. Where living conditions facilitate the spread of

COVID-19, we should step up our commitment to facial coverings, physical distancing,

sanitation, and testing efforts. Elsewhere, we should follow the science and safely

allow for individual liberty to �ourish. 

Let's continue to practice good hygiene and follow the recommendations outlined by

the CDC. But let's also �nd ways to sustain living life to the fullest, responsibly.  

Wishing you all health, safety, and prosperity, 
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Supervisor Wagner Brought Forward New Outdoor Zoning Ordinance

July 28, Hall of Administration

The OC Board of Supervisors unanimously passed a new temporary outdoor zoning

ordinance, offering a win-win outcome: sustaining the economy and protecting the

community. Businesses located in our unincorporated areas can now operate in the

great outdoors (parking lots and industrial sites) where physical distancing is possible.

Click the photo above to watch his video message on his Facebook page for more. 
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Families and Kids Rally for a Return to Youth Sports From the State
July 18, North Tustin

Saturday mornings used to be a time to cheer on children, neighbors, and friends at athletic

events. On July 18, families and children sported masks and spirit wear and rallied at

Foothill High, advocating to lift the State's seemingly unscienti�c ban on youth sports and

practices.  The governor has �ipped-�opped on this issue, leaving constituents confused

and frustrated for their children. Rally participants were a diverse group of school nurses,

stay-at-home parents, working parents, single parents, children, and more.

A few students conveyed extra concern for their at-risk peers, stuck at home in bad

situations. With no supervision, limited access to resources, or healthy outlets, at-risk youth

are falling behind with no one to catch them up. Community members also referred to their

pediatricians and family doctors, who they say support a return to youth sports. Before the

ban, families, sports clubs, and leagues had already agreed to take a functional approach

with an eye on physical distancing, extra sanitation, and facial coverings in the interim.

This community showed they know how to stay safe and also understand there are many

components to staying healthy, especially during these tough times. 

 

Supervisor Wagner and OC Soccer Club Team Up for a Blood Drive 

July 29, Irvine Valley College
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Kicking off a fantastic community event  was the Orange County Soccer Club and the

American Red Cross Blood Services blood drive, sponsored by Supervisor Wagner.  The

blood drive was at Irvine Valley College with more blood collected than expected.   

The plan was to collect 56 pints of blood, but with the excellent outreach to community

members and their generous participation, 63 pints of blood were donated. From this event

alone, up to 189 patients lives can potentially be saved in local hospitals. 

All blood donations

will be tested for

COVID-19

antibodies.

Please visit

RedCrossBlood.or

g/antibodytesting

for more. 

The American Red

Cross offered their

deepest

appreciation to the of�ce of Supervisor Donald P. Wagner and the Orange County Soccer

Club for their support and partnership. 

Supervisor Wagner thanks all the volunteers, the American Red Cross, the Orange County

Soccer Club, his staff and interns, and Irvine Mayor Christina Shea for supporting our

community.

With such a positive experience, Supervisor Wagner and team plan to hold another blood

drive this fall.  Visit www.RedCrossBlood.org to sign up and save a life today. 
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Dangling Hope: Governor Requires "Online Learning" For ALL —

With One Caveat 

School is out for summer, and likely fall, too. (Ironically, daycare and childcare facilities will

remain open using school classrooms.)  

Gov. Gavin Newsom announced only schools in counties off the State’s COVID-19 watchlist

for a consecutive two weeks could resume in-person instruction. The blanket decision

covers private, charter, and public schools, removing any options for hybrid learning. 

Newsom did admit younger students are extremely low-risk vectors for COVID-19.

Because of this key data point, he mentioned a waiver option would be available but has not

followed through with a process for counties to implement. 

In a statement

from Newsom’s

of�ce,

a waiver may be

granted on a case

by case basis:

“There is a single

exception. Local

health of�cers may

grant a waiver to

allow elementary

schools to reopen in-person instruction if the waiver is requested by the district superintendent, in
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consultation with labor, parents, and community-based organizations. When considering a waiver

request, the local health of�cer must consider local data and consult with the California

Department of Public Health.”

However, the State has failed to provide a waiver template for counties to follow. It has also

failed to provide criteria and a timeline.

Until the State offers its guidelines, the County’s hands are tied on approving schools for

on-site learning options. 

Because our governor and the State failed to outline a transparent process, several private

and public OC schools submitted a variety of paperwork to the County (none of which is

based on guidance provided by the State nor HCA). Our County Health Care Department is

tracking who has submitted information to ensure schools are aware of the appropriate

process when the State makes it available. 

We must also not forget those who face hardship accessing alternatives to school, such as

single parents, persons with disabilities, low-income families, and many others in our

diverse community. How will they fare through all of this? 

Supervisor Wagner understands the tremendous angst and frustration among

working families and our many incredible learning institutions. The value of a good

education cannot be overemphasized and we have full con�dence it can be achieved in a

safe and responsible manner. 

Our Third District of�ce is working diligently on this issue and will update constituents as

soon as more information becomes available, hopefully in the next week.

Please also continue to check with the California Department of Health for the latest on

waivers as school is fast approaching. 

Thank you in advance for your grace and patience. We will get through this together.
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Closing OC's Rape Kit Backlog
 

Supervisor Wagner helped District Attorney Spitzer to identify sources of funding to test
Orange County's remaining sexual assault kits.

The District Attorney's Office has secured a grant of $328,305 from the California
Department of Justice to implement the Sexual Assault Evidence Submission Grant
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Program. This grant will allow the DA's office to make significant progress in testing the
700 sexual assault cases that will remain in Orange County law enforcement agencies
upon the expiration of federal funding. 

As DA Spitzer and Supervisor Don Wagner fight to close the rape-kit backlog, the State
intends to release another ~8,000 convicted criminals by the end of August. This will be in
addition to the~10,000 inmates our governor released since the start of the pandemic. 

Releasing inmates early will reopen wounds for crime survivors. It also brings an
imminent threat of danger to our community. California may be softening its stance on
serious crimes, but Supervisor Wagner wants to assure OC residents he will continue to
stand up for crime survivors.

Testing these kits sends a powerful message that survivors of sexual assault, and their
cases, matter in Orange County. 

TCA is Working With Supervisor Wagner to Prevent Wild�res
by thetollroadsblog

With �re season upon us, the Transportation Corridor Agencies (TCA) are taking steps to

reduce the amount of potential wild�re fuels, such as dry vegetation, in roadway medians,

areas surrounding toll plazas and environmental mitigation sites we protect. 

While there isn’t a way to completely eliminate risk, there are many steps TCA takes to

prevent and mitigate wild�res. One of the ways is managing vegetation. Heavy rains earlier

in the year led to the growth of vegetation along The Toll Roads and within TCA’s

environmental protection sites. In the summer, this vegetation dries out and can become
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fuel for wild�res. By removing dry vegetation, the risk of potential wild�res is reduced and,

if �res do occur, they are easier to manage. 

TCA coordinates with partner agencies including the Orange County Fire Authority (OCFA),

Natural Communities Coalition (NCC) and County of Orange Area Safety Team (COAST) to

clear vegetation and create defensible spaces and buffers. Defensible spaces and buffers

serve as areas for �rst responders to better �ght wild�res when they occur. 

Another way to clear dry vegetation is through grazing. Earlier this year, TCA’s

Foothill/Eastern Transportation Corridor Agency (F/ETCA) Board of Directors approved a

three -year grazing pilot program at the Live Oak Plaza Conservation Area. During the

three-year period, cattle will graze the land for short durations a few times per year. Cattle

grazing is a great way to reduce dry vegetation, encourage native vegetation growth,

increase the use of the land by native wildlife species and limit chemicals used on the

property. 

TCA is also a member of the Orange County Fire Watch program. OC Fire Watch alerts the

public of elevated �re dangers in or near wilderness parks and communities across Orange

County. Wild�res are more likely to occur when there are “Red Flag” conditions: strong

winds, low humidity and high temperatures. By increasing community awareness during

“Red Flag” conditions, TCA and OC Fire Watch help prevent wild�res. 

By doing our part to prevent wild�res, we are protecting our community; protecting and

preserving wildlife and their native habitats; and minimizing the need for �rst responders.
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To learn how to protect you and your family during wild�re season, check out these tips

from OCFA: https://www.ocfa.org/SafetyPrograms/ReadySetGo.aspx.

Irvine Ranch Conservancy and OCTA Restore
Habitats in OC Park's Bee Flat Canyon 

 

Irvine Ranch Conservancy (IRC), in partnership with Orange County Transportation
Authority (OCTA) and OC Parks, recently completed a landscape-scale habitat
restoration project in Bee Flat Canyon. The 10-year project revitalized degraded lands in
the 293-acre subwatershed of the Santa Ana River.

Nestled in OC Parks’ Limestone Canyon, Bee Flat Canyon ranges from Limestone
Meadow near Santiago Canyon Road up to Loma Ridge in the foothills of the Santa Ana
Mountains.
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such as black mustard and milk thistle, using Bobcat mowers, brush cutters, and even
goats to graze the canyon's steep slopes. With weeds cleared, plant palettes were
created to reflect the variety of habitats at Bee Flat including coastal sage scrub, oak
woodlands, chaparral, and native grasslands. Initial work was conducted during a severe
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drought from 2012 to 2017 — no irrigation was used.
 
The Bee Flat Canyon restoration project was funded by a grant from OCTA’s Measure M
Environmental Mitigation Program. The goal was to re-establish a diverse, resilient, self-
sustaining ecosystem.

To learn more about Irvine Ranch Conservancy and restoration projects on the Irvine
Ranch Natural Landmarks visit IRConservancy.org.   
 
Irvine Ranch Conservancy

Irvine Ranch Conservancy is a non-profit, non-advocacy organization created in 2005 to
help preserve and support the Irvine Ranch Natural Landmarks, enhancing the public’s
connection to the land while helping partners and landowners with all aspects of
stewardship. The Conservancy offers a variety of free, guided outdoor activities for all
nature enthusiasts including hiking, mountain biking, horse-back riding and much more.
For more information, visit www.letsgooutside.org.

Rental Assistance

If you’re having trouble paying your rent during the coronavirus pandemic, the OC

Treasurer wants you to know that there are relief options and protections for many

renters.  Click here for more. 
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Thanks for reading! 
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Supervisor Don Wagner is proud to represent nearly 600,000 diverse residents in the

communities of Irvine, Tustin, North Tustin, Villa Park, Orange, the unincorporated

canyons, and Yorba Linda. Team Wagner is honored to serve you. 

Email: 

DONALD.WAGNER@OCGOV.COM

Our mailing address is:

OC BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

THIRD DISTRICT

333 W. SANTA ANA BLVD

SANTA ANA, CA 92701

Office number: 

(714) 834-3330

Questions or comments about this newsletter?

Please contact Communications Director Rachel Lurya:

rachel.lurya@ocgov.com

Want to change how you receive these emails?

You can update your preferences or unsubscribe from this list.
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